<Insert Date>
<First Name> <Last Name>
<Title>
<Organization

<Address>
<City><State><Zip>
Dear <Insert Name>, 
On April 29, 2010, EPA published proposed new air emission rules for commercial, industrial, and institutional boilers.  As proposed, the EPA rules will have a devastating impact on businesses, municipalities, schools, colleges, hospitals, churches and other users who view biomass as an economical, locally-available, renewable fuel that creates and preserves local jobs and supports energy self-reliance.  We urgently ask for your support by providing comments from your office to the EPA by August 23, 2010. 
The use of locally available, renewable biomass in thermal or combined heat and power applications provides thousands of jobs in the Northeast and other regions where non-renewable, unpredictably priced heating oil and other fossil fuels are now used as the predominant source of heat. Biomass thermal energy has great promise, and we cannot emphasize enough how damaging this rule could be to current and future use of biomass for heating and CHP (combined heat and power).  We are in favor of fair and effective regulation of biomass boiler emissions, but EPA’s proposed rule goes much too far.  
As a concerned resident of this state, I ask you to please study the rule, study BTEC’s comments, and then contact EPA and share your concerns.  I also ask you to please let me know what action you plan on taking. When contacting EPA, please refer to Docket ID# EPA-HQ-OAR-2006-0790.
We believe that issues created by the proposed rule can be addressed in a common sense, data driven approach that allows EPA to fulfill their legal obligations while balancing the needs of communities and businesses. We support the constructive comments and recommendations made by the Biomass Thermal Energy Council (BTEC), including the following key points: 
· EPA’s data set is incomplete and inaccurate regarding available technologies, boiler sizes, biomass fuel types, and health effect estimates.  Moreover the fact that no boiler in the dataset can meet the dual emission limits of PM and CO shows the proposed standards are unreasonable;

· The rule’s high compliance costs will discourage renewable biomass use and disproportionately damage rural economies;

· BTEC recommends initial minimum performance standards of Carbon Monoxide (CO) – 1,164ppm (@ 7% O2) and Particulate Matter (PM) - 0.23 lbs/MMBtu for all boilers, with reductions thereafter based on data collected during the first two years of the Rule’s implementation;

· The rule should institute an initial third party certification test with required annual tune-ups without ongoing costly stack testing. Once a boiler (or range of boilers) is tested, that boiler would be approved for installation until a change was made in the boiler design.
For a more detailed description and analysis of the proposed EPA rule, please visit the Biomass Thermal Energy Council (BTEC) website at www.biomassthermal.org/legislative/mact.asp.

Thank you very much for your consideration of my request.  I look forward to your reply. 
Sincerely,

<Name>
<Title>

<Organization>
